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Karen's Corner

The USS Stockdale commissioning is now
behind us. Once again | want to thank
everyone who contributed so selflessly
of their time and generously of their re-
sources. We can all stand proudly behind
what we accomplished—but we must
not lose sight of our continuing mission
to serve the brave men and women of
our adopted Navy, Marine, Army, Air
Force and Coast Guard units. They never
fail to meet their commitment to protect
us; we must not waiver from our com-
mitment to support them.

Few of us are unaffected by these
difficult economic times, and some of
you may be feeling extra pressure to
scale back your support. We understand-
and so do the families of the service
members we support, many of whom
are also facing serious financial challeng-
es. But whether you plan to make a siz-
able contribution to our Support & Serve
Campaign or are planning simply to re-
new your membership, your continuing
support is critical.

Recapping some highlights of the
past few months, in May the SBNL met
aboard the USS Stockdale where we ar-
ranged for crew enhancements, pro-
vided a Moral Welfare and Recreation
(MWR) gift to support the ship’s recre-
ational facilities, and funded a continu-
ing education scholarship for a sailor and
a spouse. The SBNL later attended the
SURFOR/SURFPAC Command’s Flag Cer-
emony at the invitation of Vice Admiral
Curtis. We also joined Colleen and Mike
Reagan aboard the USS Ronald Reagan
to present six sailors with Colleen and
Michael Reagan Scholarship Continuing
Education Awards and deliver books to
the ship’s library.

In June, your SBNL was represent-
ed at the Naval War College’s Strategic
Forum in Newport, Rhode Island. This
impressive two-day forum included pre-
sentations by military and geopolitical
leaders and strategists. We also partici-

pated in the Seabee
Days Opening Cer-
emony and Airpac
Squadron  gradu-
ation and promo-
tion  ceremonies.
Your SBNL also sup-
ported the USCG
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Command in Santa Barbara, bidding a
very fond farewell to LT Whisler and wel-
coming LTJG Steven Baldovsky.

In August, your SBNL participated in
the Tech Brew Mega Mixer for prospec-
tive SBNL young business members, co-
hosted the Channel City Club address by
CDR Fred Kacher, Commanding Officer
of the USS Stockdale, and a reception at
Susan and Richard Aberle’s home.

In September, your SBNL was invited
to attend the Governors' second Global
Climate Summit in recognition of the
Navy’s commitment to local environmen-
tal protection and environmental educa-
tion. Finally, in October the SBNL received
word that Secretary of the Navy Ray Ma-
bus graciously accepted our invitation to
visit Santa Barbara and we are working on
bringing Chief of Naval Operations Admi-
ral Gary Roughead to Santa Barbara.

Stay tuned for more information
about these and other upcoming SBNL
events and gatherings. And please re-
member that by keeping your member-
ship current—and bringing aboard at
least one new SBNL member and par-
ticipating in upcoming SBNL events—you
will help the SBNL meet the challenges
that lie ahead. As always, thank you for
everything you do.

Wishing you fair winds and following
seas,
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Karen Crawford [y
President, NLUS, Santa Barbara Council



Andrais Campbell Receives the First Hunter Gough

Memorial Scholarship

By Melissa Gough

On September 8, 2009, the SBNL presented the first
annual Hunter Gough Memorial Camp Scholarship

to Andrais Campbell, the young son of Derek and
Stephanie Campbell. Derek is assigned to the USCG
Blackfin. The scholarship, which will fund swim lessons
for Andrais, is named in honor of our 12-year-old son,
Hunter. Diagnosed with leukemia in December of 2007,
Hunter lost his short but courageous battle with the
disease six weeks later. As Hunter's parents, along with
Hunter’s brother and our son Logan, we were proud to
personally present this inaugural award to Andrais. We
thank the Santa Barbara Navy League for fostering this
scholarship idea, and it was a genuine honor to sup-
port the project financially. Hunter was an incredibly
fun-loving and active child. A devotee of many sports
camps, swimming was definitely one of Hunter’s favor-
ite activities. We know he would be proud to have his
memory honored in this way. Our goal is to support this
scholarship program every year for at least one deserv-
ing youngster. We welcome and encourage others to
join us in this effort as well. The more scholarships we

A The Gough family presenting Andrais with his scholarship. Back
row (left to right): Bill Gough, Derek and Stephanie Campbell.
Front Row: Logan and Melissa Gough and Andrais Campbell.

can provide, the more kids we can help enjoy a reward-
ing childhood adventure. Congratulations Andrais—we
hope this helps you achieve your dream of becoming
the next Michael Phelps!

SBNL Members, Board Members, Friends Serve at Local Festivals

By Sister Christine Bowman, OSF, SBNL Office Administrator

The twenty-third annual California Avocado Festival
took place October 2, 3, and 4 in Carpinteria this year.
The Avocado Festival is South Coast’s largest free fes-
tival featuring over 70 vendors, 30 fun food booths,
30 commercial vendors, numerous non-profit organi-
zations—including the SBNL
booth—and three entertain-
ment stages with over 40 acts.
Over 85,000 people attended
at this annual event. As part
of a continuing tradition, SBNL
gave festival attendees an
opportunity to sign post cards
to service members as part of
our “Salute the Troops” Cam-
paign. Participants of all ages
signed over 1,370 postcards thanking our nation’s
active duty men and women for their selfless service
on behalf of us all.

The SBNL also offered the opportunity to sign
cards at the Santa Barbara Waterfront and Seafood
Festival at the Harbor on October 10. Located near our
adopted United States Coast Guard unit, festival goers
at this one-day event prepared over 670 postcards.
The SBNL is extremely grateful
to the many SBNL members,
friends, Sea Cadets and others
who volunteered their time
and made these two events
such a success. The completed
postcards were shipped to
Operation Interdependence
(Ol) in Los Angeles where
they will be placed into care
packages and sent to soldiers,
sailors, airmen and marines stationed and deployed
around the world. For more information on Operation
Interdependence, visit www.oidelivers.org. B
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Navy Blue is Now the Bridge
By Brady M. Bustany, Editor

Some time ago we called on our members and readers to
submit ideas for a new name for this newsletter. We loved
our old name, Navy Blue. It proudly signaled the SBNL's
support for our nation’s sea services and our affiliation with
the Navy League of the United States.

But we felt the newsletter’'s name should reflect the
SBNL's broad commitment to all of the units we have ad-
opted or support—the USS Ronald Reagan (CVN 76); the
Marines of 2nd Battalion, 23rd Marine Regiment (Reserves);
the Coast Guard Marine Safety Detachment and the CG Cut-
ter Blackfin (WPB 87317); the “Seabees” of Naval Mobil Con-
struction Battalion 3; the “Black Eagles” of Naval Airborne
Early Warning Squadron 113; the 30th Operations Group at
Vandenberg Air Force Base; the USS Stockdale (DDG 106);
the Santa Barbara AIRPAC Squadron Naval Sea Cadet Corps;
the “Surfrider” Army ROTC Battalion at the University of
California, Santa Barbara; and the soldiers of the Army’s
Alpha Company, 1st Infantry Division, 22nd Regiment.

We received a number of thoughtful ideas, and we
believe we found the perfect name in the Bridge. Our new
name not only describes the nerve center of any sea faring
vessel, it also reflects SBNL's commitment to connect our
community with the wide variety of service members and
families we strive to support. A name may be just a name,
but the Bridge, quite fittingly, captures the link among the
SBNL, our adopted units, and all of you who wish to sup-
port and honor them.

Thanks to everyone who thoughtfully participated in
this effort. We hope you like the new name and what it
represents. And as always, we encourage you to share
your comments, ideas, and suggestions with us at
newsletter@sbnl.org. E

For information on upcoming events and to join SBNL,
call 805.879.1598, Fed. Tax ID: 77-0553915

On the Cover... (clockwise, from the upper left)
Boatswain’s Mate 3rd Class Jennifer Sannicolascapeda on the
bridge of the USS Ronald Reagan (CVN 76), an adopted ship of
the SBNL. (USN photo by Seaman Lex T. Wenberg)

Vandenberg AFB Honor Guard posting the colors during
satellite post-launch reception. VAFB's 30th Operations Group
is an adopted unit of the SBNL. (USAF Photo by A1C Andrew Lee)

Marine band percussionists warm up before a holiday parade to
raise support for the Marine Corps Reserve Toys for Tots program.
The SBNL adopted and supports the 2nd Battalion, 23rd Marine
Regiment (Reserves). (USMC Photo by PFC Melissa Tugwell)

United States Coast Guard Cutter Blackfin (WPB 87317) at the
2008 Rose Festival in Portland, Oregon. Adopted by the SBNL,
her primary missions include search and rescue, homeland
defense, enforcement of laws and treaties, environmental
protection and defense readiness. (Photo by Steve Rawley)

Army soldier at Fort Hood, Texas, testing the LW50 lightweight
.50-caliber machine gun. The SBNL provided mission-critical
helmet lights and tactical gloves to Fort Hood’s Alpha Company,
Ist Infantry Division, 22nd Regiment, during its recently
completed deployment to Iraq’s Rasheed District. (USA photo)



